
RESOLUTION No. 02-233 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE

CITY OF WICHITA DECLARING A MORATORIUM ON

THE PROCESSING OF CERTAIN PERMITS FOR

CERTAIN PROPERTIES IN THE MIDTOWN

NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION PLAN AREA.

DR 02-01


WHEREAS, the City of Wichita (“City”) is currently working with the Midtown Plan 
Steering Committee comprised of representatives from the Historic Midtown Citizens 
Association, local businesses and community representatives, in the preparation of a plan for the 
revitalization of the Midtown neighborhood; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Plan Steering Committee has identified a need for selective 
rezoning within the Midtown neighborhood as part of an implementation strategy to ensure the 
integrity of established residential areas and appropriate future land uses within the Midtown 
neighborhood plan area; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan initiative has only recently 
begun and additional time is required to complete the Plan and determine the extent and nature of 
a selective rezoning initiative to implement the Plan; 

WHEREAS, the City desires during the time necessary to complete and implement the 
Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, to protect all existing residential buildings within 
the plan area, and to protect those established residential areas of the Midtown neighborhood 
from incompatible uses or development that could otherwise be allowed under existing industrial 
or commercial zoning that may ultimately be determined inappropriate; 

WHEREAS, the reuse possibilities associated with the abandoned UP rail right-of-way 
extending from Murdock Street to 15th Street and Broadway, represent a significant planning 
element of the Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, and the City desires to ensure a full 
range of planning options for those lands located within this segment of abandoned right-of-way; 

WHEREAS, under its police powers to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the 
citizens of this community, the City desires to impose a reasonable moratorium to allow time for 
the completion of the Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and the associated rezoning 
initiative, and determines that one year is such a reasonable time; 

WHEREAS, the City intends that within certain predominately residential areas of the 
Midtown neighborhood, this moratorium shall apply to non-residential new construction or 
additions on lots zoned industrial or commercial. This moratorium shall also apply throughout 
the entire Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan area to all conversions of residential 
structures and to all demolitions of residential structures, unless these structures have been 



deemed unsound by the City’s Office of Central Inspection and the demolition is recommended 
for public health and safety reasons. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CITY OF WICHITA THAT: 

1.	 (a) A moratorium is hereby imposed, subject to subsection 1 (d) below, on the processing and 
granting of building permit applications for new non-residential construction or addition s on 
lots zoned commercial or industrial, within the following predominantly residential areas as 
described herein and as depicted on Attachment A: 

a.	 The area bounded by, and including, all properties on the west side of Topeka to the 
west, 17th to the north, all properties on the east side of St. Francis to the east and 10 th 

to the south. 
b.	 The block bounded by 12th to the south, Wellington to the west, 13th to the north, and 

the abandoned UP corridor to the east. 
c.	 The block bounded by Fairview to the west, 11th to the north, the abandoned UP 

corridor to the east, and 10 th to the south. 
d. The west side of Main St., between 10th and 11th streets. 
e.	 The block bounded by Wellington to the east, 11th to the south, State to the west and 

12th to the north. 
f.	 The area bounded by 10th St. to the south, Carlos to the west, 12th St. to the north 

and Larimer to the east. 
g.	 The block bounded by 8th to the south, Wichita to the west, 9th to the north and 

Water to the east. 
h. Both sides of Main St., between 8th and 9th. 

(b) A moratorium is hereby imposed, subject to Subsection 1 (d) below, on the processing 
and granting of building permit applications for all conversions of residential structures, and 
on all demolition permit applications for residential structures within the Midtown 
Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Area, described as bounded by 18th on the north, the 
UP/BNSF Railway to the east, Murdock to the south and the Arkansas River to the west, 
unless these structures have been deemed unsound by the Office of Central Inspection and 
demolition is recommended for public health and safety reasons. 

(c) A moratorium is hereby imposed, subject to subsection 1 (d) below, on the processing and 
granting of building permit applications for new construction or additions on all property 
located within the abandoned UP Rail Right-of-Way between Murdock St. and 15th St. and 
Broadway. 

(d) The moratorium established by Subsections 1(a), (b) and (c) is not intended to prohibit 
construction and development in the Midtown neighborhood. All applications covered by 
Subsections 1(a), (b) and (c) shall be reviewed for negative and incompatible impacts on 
adjacent and neighboring residential development, and no such application shall be processed 
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or permit issued unless it is determined in writing jo intly by the Director of Planning and 
Zoning Administrator that the application or permit is in conformance with the intent of this 
Resolution. Upon a determination of conformity, an application may thereafter be processed 
as provided by ordinance or lawfor such type of application without further limitation of this 
Resolution. 

(e) Appeals of any administrative decisions under Subsection 1 (d) shall be submitted in 
writing to the City Council for final decision. If the City Council approves the processi ng or 
granting of any application administratively denied or not processed, such application shall 
thereafter be processed upon the procedures established by ordinance or law for such type of 
application. 

2.	 This moratorium shall remain in effect for a perio d of up to one year from this date. Not later 
than six months from this date, the City Council shall review the progress toward 
development and implementation of the Midtown Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and 
determine the length of time for continuatio n of the moratorium or the modification of any of 
its provisions. 

3.	 City Staff is encouraged to move expeditiously to work on the Midtown Neighborhood 
Revitalization Plan and the rezoning initiative implementing the Midtown Neighborhood 
Revitalization Plan. Nothing in this moratorium is intended to preclude the City Manager 
and his staff, the Planning staff, or Central Inspection staff from receiving applications or 
continuing to work with property owners or developers in the reviewing of the 
appropriateness or the conformance with current regulations of specific projects and 
construction in the Midtown neighborhood. 

ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, this date 
______________. 

___________________________________ 
Bob Knight, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
Pat Burnett, City Clerk 

Approved as to Form: 

_________________________________ 
Gary E. Rebenstorf, City Attorney 
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